ORIGINS

To find the beginnings of architecture, we must go back to the
very threshold of civilization, and remote though that may seem
from the subject of English architecture, a brief survey will better
enable us to understand its foundations.

The first buildings seem to have derived from tents, caves and
huts. It has even been suggested by Professor Lethaby that the
rectangle was a comparatively advanced building shape, for the first
structures were round and their stone foundations form the "hut
circles" found all over the world, wherever early man has lived.

The earliest civilizations sprang up in the great river valleys of
warm climates, where cultivation was comparatively easy. At Ur
(in Mesopotamia) primitive remains of buildings have been found
dating back to about 6,000 B.C., and by 2,700 B.C. Sargon I had
founded the first historical empire. About 2,350 B.C. Gudea,
King of Lagash, built a temple of which he has left an account.
This describes the collecting of trunks of cedar, pine and other
trees, while blocks of stone and supplies of bitumen were brought
down the Tigris in barges (wood and stone have always been scarce
in Mesopotamia). Copper, gold dust and silver came from the
mountains, marble and porphyry from abroad. The king himself
made the first brick in a consecrated mould, as a pattern for his
workmen. He marked out the plan and laid the foundations. He
is said to have built a fountain for the Gods, and a cistern of stone,,
while figures of heroes, a lion and a dragon were set up in the
temple. The growing building (possibly ^ ^sigutat" or stepped
tower) is described as rising " Uke a mountain, or like a cedar
growing in the desert/* From this description it is evident that
mysticism already played a considerable part both in design and in
the conduct of construction. Building and decoration were erected
as much to the glory of the gods as for the pleasure of man> and the
spirit which caused the Greeks to carve magnificent sculpture in,
places where it could not be fully appreciated by the human, eye is
here apparent. It persisted throughout the ancient world until
dispersed by the hard-headed men of Rome, and was born again
in t&e Middle Ages. More practical matters were not, however,
neglected. At Ur, drains were in use as early as 3,500 B.C., and the
arched-vault developed from a stepped or corbelled form of roof
not much later. The use of the plain arch was known by 2,000 B.C.,
and of the column considerably earlier. The great" sigurat" had
optical corrections as early a$ 2^300 B,C.